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10 THINGS
YOUR VET WANTS
YOU TO KNOW
Small insights that can make a big difference.

1
Preventive visits matter.

Regular exams can reveal subtle changes
before your pet seems sick and help tailor
vaccines, screening and parasite prevention
to their needs.

2
Pets often hide pain and illness.

Changes in appetite, sleep, grooming,
mobility or personality may be the first clues.
If something feels off, tell your veterinary
team.

3
Weight is a health issue, not a judgment.

Even modest extra weight can affect comfort
and mobility. Ask for a body-condition score
and a realistic feeding plan.

4
Dental disease is real disease.

Bad breath, red gums and tartar deserve
attention. Pets may keep eating despite oral
pain, so routine dental checks are important.

5
Bring the full medication list.

Include prescriptions, preventives,
supplements and over-the-counter products,
including names, doses and how often they
are given.

6
Photos and videos can be powerful clues.

Record coughing, limping, unusual breathing,
episodes or behaviors when it is safe to do
so. Symptoms may disappear at the clinic.

7
Never assume a human medicine is safe.

Some common medications can seriously
harm pets. Ask your veterinarian before
giving any human or leftover animal
medication.

8
A calmer visit can start at home.

Ask about carrier training, car-ride practice,
quiet appointment times or pre-visit
medication if your pet becomes fearful or
stressed.

9
Cost questions are always welcome.

Ask what is most urgent, what each
recommendation may tell you, and whether
there are reasonable options. Clear priorities
help everyone.

10
Knowing who owns the practice matters.

Ownership may not be obvious from the
name. Asking who owns the practice helps
you make an informed choice about where
your pet receives care.

DOCTOR OWNED. CORPORATE FREE.

Find a verified, doctor-owned veterinary practice at CorpFree.org.
General education only - your veterinarian knows your pet best.

Medical references: FDA.gov/AnimalVeterinary and AAHA.org
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